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For Gold, Not for Good
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For Gold, not for Good

China ranks the top by 49 gold medals and presumably she is to win more than the 50, elbowing the United
States out as the dominant competitors during the Game of Olympiad. If considering other medals such as silver

and bronze, however, the United States is still on the top of the list by 105 medals

A harvest for Chinese, if our goal is the gold; it is not, however, if is for good—the spirit of Olympic
Games. This is by no means to say that only the United States ranking the first could prove the good for
sports. Every country is entitled for this as long as she encourages people to sports in a proper way which

involves the mass participation of people

The good for sports includes, of course not limited to, open—mind, consciousness of rules, and enjoying the

sport itself.

Open-mind

Many are reluctant to admit they are far from an open mind but what they says sometimes betray him. Lang
Ping, the coach of the National Women Volleyball Team of the US, has to face remarks from her Chinese fellows
which fall into three kinds: a traitor, a Chinese of no Chinese consciousness, and just an athlete with
sportsman. Fortunately a majority of remarks come in favor of the last one. Those who condemn Lang may have
well ignored the fact that China’ s gold medals in Fencing Men’ s and Archery Women’ s could not have come true
if not for coaches from France and Korea. The Game of Olympiad has gone well beyond Olympiad even beyond
Europe; it is literately a worldwide game nowadays where people from different cultures compete and

communicate.

The excellence of sports lies in the competitiveness and uncertainty of games;the more talented athletes
from more countries involved, the better it is. Take Ping Pong for example, the overwhelming advantage of
Chinese players is an achievement of Chinese but a barrier to others. Overseas Corps—Chinese players or
coaches representing other countries, once considered a threat to our efforts for gold, has helped to add to
the excellence of a sport event, and to reduce the chances of being eliminated from official event list of

worldwide games like Olympiad, sort of

Consciousness of Rules

Chinese martial (or Kongfu) is yet not qualified for an official Olympic sporting events, not even for a
demonstration. What matters is not whether Kongfu is interesting but the rules. Taekwondo, for instance, is
also a martial but the Korean has changed its rules from traditional criteria of spirit, energy and manners to
a more scientific technical sets. Taekwondo became an Olympic sporting event after 1988 Games in Seoul, Korea,

and have outpaced Chinese martial both in game events and popularity

Rules are the base of competition. The appreciating Yuan has been cutting down China’ s edge in labor
intensive products. However, appreciating Yuan also build up our advantages in investment in overseas markets
Unfortunately we witnessed very few cases, if any, that come from competitive companies. The reason lies in the
fact that local companies in Chinese market are still unfamiliar with the rules for international competition.
What they know is the secret in Chinese market. As Chinese market becomes increasingly open and international,

their advantage is waning

Enjoy the sport itself

Many foreign players gave applause to their rivals; how much did our players do? I saw smiles from foreign
athletes even if they lose. Definitely I saw this from Chinese players but this generally happened when they
win gold. The press and audit cheer for gold but not for the good of athletes. Gold medal is everything and
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others are nothing; this is the mindset of many Chinese players. It is, too, one of the reasons that China has

more gold but less silver and bronze than the United States.

Facts are that we have been waiting for success and recognition too long, that we need more success before
we can feel relaxed, and that this is characteristic of Chinese culture. May or may not these make sense.
Achieving goals is important to everyone; however, if we could consider what we are doing as a journey rather

than a goal, we may see different scenes and have more fun.
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